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Brussels, 1 December 2010 
 
 

Dear Mr. Dasticas,  

Thank you for your reply to our letter of 6 September 2010. We appreciate the will that Lifosa has 
shown to reply to all our 4 questions, but are highly concerned about the scope of the trade as you 
have explained in answer number 3.   

The fact that your firm has made no consultation with the Sahrawi people, underlines our concern of 
the ethically problematic aspects of the trade, and supports our claim that it takes place in violation 
both of the international law and right to self-determination for the people of Western Sahara as 
described in the mentioned 2002 UN Legal Opinion, as well as, by consequence, the Global 
Compact’s principles on human rights.  

The information you have now provided us with, opens up for a series of new questions. The most 
crucial for us, and one that we hope you will answer, is the following:   

Will Lifosa/Eurochem follow the example of other ethically oriented fertilizer producers 
internationally and terminate its imports of phosphate from Western Sahara?  

We would also just make one remark regarding the volumes you have imported from Western 
Sahara. Considering the scope of the imports from Western Sahara, and thus the relative importance 
that the Western Sahara imports must have for Lifosa’s total fertilizer production, we question the 
fact that the source of origins of the phosphate, and the human rights implications it entails, is not 
even mentioned in the CSR report of Eurochem of neither 2008 nor 2009, that were both submitted 
to the UN Global Compact.   

Looking forward to hear from you regarding our question.  

Sincerely yours, 

 
Sara Eyckmans 

International coordinator  
Western Sahara Resource Watch  
coordinator@wsrw.org  
(+32) 475 458695  
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