


Cedar came into operation on 16 August
2010. Until 1 May 2014, 1354 days later,
the Wisby Cedar had made 44 visits to El
Aaiun and 5 shipments to Dakhla.

The two Wishy vessels called thus
a total of 129 times at a port in Western
Sahara. On 10 occasions, the vessels
called at both Dakhla and El Aaiun on the
same voyage, one port after the other.
This means, logically, that one of the
company’'s vessels entered the territory,
presumably fully loaded with petroleum,
119 times during the period. Or once every
twelve days.

The result is an average annual
supply by the two tankers of 194 million
litres diesel fuel and petrol. In other
words, El Aaiun and Dakhla harbour
together receive an average of over

half a million litres of petroleum — 531,000
litres — each and every day, day in and
day out, from the two Wisby tankers.""
WSRW estimates that the overall or total
supply of petroleum into the territory is
around 250-280 million litres/year. Wishy
Tankers AB is thus responsible for most.

The business must be a valuable one
for CEPSA and Wisby Tankers AB. A con-
servative estimate of the price paid for
delivered petroleum (averaged between
petrol and diesel fuel, as purchased and
without taxes) is € 0.55/ litre. With such
an estimate, Wisby Argan and the Wisby
Cedar supply petroleum annually valued
at around € 106 million. Wisby Tankers AB
has previously declared it does not earn
much at all from the trade ™

Wisby Barbados shipped the first years
between CEPSAS refinery on Tenerife
and the occupied territories. This image
(s from Tenerife harbour in 2008. The
vessel was later sold, and is no longer
operative in Western Sahara waters.
Now, two other of the company's tankers
have taken her place, playing a major
role in supplying the territory with
petroleum products.”

Over the past four years, the overall
volume of petroleum supplied to Western
Sahara has increased, although that
delivered by the Wisby Argan and Wisby
Cedar has remained constant. The higher
demand has been a result of greater civil
population and some infrastructure pro-
jects in the occupied part of the territory.
Requirements for military uses appear to
have remained constant, consistent with
an unchanged army presence and level
of activity. It is estimated that petroleum
demand in occupied Western Sahara has
annually increased from 2 to 5 % during
this four year period.



THE PETROLEUM ROUTE
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Wisby Cedar continuously loads petroleum at Carteya Here Wisby Argan is shot on repair at the AstiCan ship
Guadarranque in southern Spain, located just next to repair yard, Las Palmas on I March 2013, Only three days
Gibraltar, most probably at CEPSA refinery there. Here earlier, she had discharged a cargo of Spanish petroleum

(s the vessel’s route on 2 June 2014. ¢raphic: Marinetraffic in El Aaiun.

— Completed in China in June 2010. — Completed in China in November 2009 and sailed the

— InJuly 2010, the vessel left Chinese waters, same route to Gibraltar as Wisby Cedar.
passed through the Malacca Strait, Suez and — Started immediately after on shipping to Dakhla and
Gibraltar, before picking up its first consignment of El Aaiun, the first shipment being on 13 March 2010.
petrol in Spain, and then headed directly to Agadir — Until 1 May 2014 she had called 68 times in

and Dakhla by 16 August 2010. El Aaiun harbour and 12 times in Dakhla.
— Until 1 May 2014 she had called 44 times in El Aaiun
harbour and 5 times in Dakhla.



PROBLEMATIC
PARTNER

Wishy Tankers was established in 2000 by a quartet of
Swedish businessmen. Since then it has been in rapid
expansion* A few years after its start-up, Wisby partnered
with a Moroccan company for the transport of Spanish
refined oil to Morocco/Western Sahara.

The partnership took the name Casablanca Tankers AB,
and was founded on 25 July 2004 and registered in Sweden in
October the same year

The first time WSRW observed the involvement of Wishy
Tankers in Western Sahara was in 2005. The company had
already acquired an older Swedish tanker — ‘Stena’— and
renamed it Wisby Barbados. Wisby confirmed to the Swedish
Western Sahara Association at the time its involvement,
stating that the deliveries were done on behalf of the Spanish
oil company CEPSA. The 6,330 tonne vessel transported oil
products from CEPSA's refinery on Tenerife. She was crewed
with a Swedish/Filipino complement.

However, the tanker Wisby Barbados was not enough
to meet demand. "They needed dedicated tonnage and we
knew how to build it for them", said Mr. Rubinstein, technical
director of Wishy Tankers AB X

So they did. Casablanca Tankers AB commissioned a
shipbuilder in China to build the two tankers for the purpose
of serving the route from Spain to Morocco/Western Sahara "
The two vessels Wisby Cedar and Wisby Argan are the
only two vessels owned by Casablanca Tankers AB. The old
Barbados was sold.

The business model remains constant: The Casablanca
Tankers partnership owns the vessels. Wisby Tankers AB has
management of them. And, finally, the vessels are “chartered
by Atlas Sahara, who decides where they are going”, accord-
ing to managing director, Jonas Engstrom, in 2013 xvx
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Atlas Sahara is Wisby
Tankers' joint-venture
partners, and practually
holds a near monopoly
position on the imports and
distribution of petroleum in
occupied Western Sahara.
These images show Atlas
Sahara’s installations in

El Aaiun, Western Sahara.

Atlas Sahara has a near monopoly of petroleum distribution
in Western Sahara, where the group is said to control 47
petrol service stations. For 2014-2015, the Derhem Group has
planned the building of one more storage facility in EI Aaiun.
From earlier reports, the group owns one depot in Dakhla and
another in EI Aaiun harbour

Casablanca Tankers AB is, according to its latest
available annual report, owned 50% by Wisby Tankers AB, 45%
by Derhem Holding, 2.7% by one of its board members Es-Said
Choufani, and the remaining 2.3% by the Moroccan national
Abdelillah EI Mezouar " Even though Derhem Holding is the
main Moroccan counterpart in Swedish company registries,
the partnership is generally described as a 50-50 joint-ven-
ture between Wisby and Atlas Sahara. " Derhem Holding is
also the owner of Atlas Sahara.

Wishy's first partner in this joint-venture, back in 2004,
was Hassan Derhem, one of the richest men in Western
Sahara. Derhem is a vocal supporter of the Moroccan
occupation of the territory. He was appointed in 2006 by
the Moroccan King as a member of the “Royal Consultative
Council for Sahara Affairs”, whose main agenda is to support
the Moroccan government in creating legitimacy to the
annexation of the territory. ™ Derhem's trade with petroleum
products into Western Sahara is said to have started already
in 1977, two years after Morocco invaded ® The same busi-
nessman is also active in fisheries and agriculture * Hassan
Derhem no longer has a board role in Casablanca Tankers, but
is brother of one of the four chairpersons of the company,
Dahman Derhem.

Casablanca Tankers AB has a point of contact address in
Norway, with M Hannestad AS, in the city of Halden, probably
for handling of the Norwegian shipping register.



‘\

Wisby Tankers AB, the most important company in supplying occupied
territory with oil, is based in this building in the centre of Visby.
on the Swedish island of Gotland.







RECOMMENDATIONS

TO WISBY TANKERS AB AND ITS JOINT-VENTURE

CASABLANCA TANKERS AB:

— To take into consideration the political and ethical conse-
quences of its transport of petroleum to occupied Western
Sahara and immediately terminate such shipments until a
solution to the conflict has been found.

TO THE EXPORTERS IN SPAIN SUPPLYING PETROLEUM TO

WESTERN SAHARA:

— To take into consideration the political and ethical
consequences of such exports and immediately halt such
involvement until a solution to the conflict has been found.

TO THE GOVERNMENT OF SWEDEN:

— To encourage Swedish companies to not take part in
business activities relating to the occupied parts of the
Non-Self-Governing Territory of Western Sahara.

TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MOROCCO:

— To immediately terminate its annexation of the territory,
and allow the people of Western Sahara to freely chose
their status, consistent with international law.

TO THE GOVERNMENT OF SPAIN:

— To take action so that petroleum products refined in Spain
are not exported to Western Sahara.

— To actively defend the right to self-determination of the
people of Western Sahara, in line with Spain’s obligations
under international law.

TO THE UNITED NATIONS:

— To assess and recommend measures that will ensure
the import of petroleum into occupied Western Sahara
complies with the UN sponsored Frente Polisario-Morocco
1990-91 ceasefire and referendum agreement.

— To implement measures ensuring the supply of petroleum
into occupied Western Sahara does not violate interna-
tional humanitarian law and the rights of the Saharawi
people. Such measures should particularly guarantee
obligations prescribed by the 1949 Fourth Geneva Con-
vention and the 1998 Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, including that petroleum not be used in the
resettlement of people from outside the territory
into Western Sahara and in the taking of natural resources.
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pa vag hem, http://www.landgangen.se/forumsmfl0/index.
php?topic=10302.180;wap2
Letter WSRW to CEPSA, 02.06.2014, http://www.wsrw.org/files/
dated/2014-06-06/wsrw-cepsa_02.06.2014.jpg
viii. Wisby Argan operated for 1511 days, Wishy Cedar operated
for 1354 days. In average that makes 1432,5 days per vessel.
The two tankers transported 6400000~119 days =761,6 million
litres in total on the 119 times. The Wisby Tankers transported
(761600000/1432,5 =) 531657 litres/day.
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Tanker Shipping & Trade, April/May 2012. http://content.yudu.
com/Library/Alwmil/TankerShippingandTra/resources/con-
tent/18.swf

Xi.

Xii.

. Hela Gotland, 26.02.2011, Wisby Tankers bara vaxer, http://www.

Xiii.

Xiv.

XV.

XVi.

XVii.

XViii.

XiX.

XX.

XXi.

XXii.

Builders certificate information on the two vessels are
available via the Norwegian International Ship Register,
http://lwww.sjofartsdir.no/shipsearch/

Vastsahara, 2/2013, Wisby Tankers ger bréansle at ockupationen,
http://www.vastsahara.net/owncontent/pdfmags/2013_2.pdf
Tanker Shipping & Trade, April/May 2012. http://content.yudu.
com/Library/Alwmil/TankerShippingandTra/resources/con-
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Les ECO, 25.11.2013, Atlas Sahara met le paquet, http://www.
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Casablanca Tankers AB, Annual Report 2012, dated 30 May 2013.
http:/lwww.wsrw.org/files/dated/2014-06-07/casablanca_tank-
ers_annual-report_2012.pdf

Tanker Shipping & Trade, April/May 2012. http://content.yudu.
com/Library/Alwmil/TankerShippingandTra/resources/con-
tent/18.swf

Les membres du CORCAS, http://www.corcas.com/fr/SearchRe-
sults/LesMembresduCORCAS.aspx

Casablanca Tankers AB, Annual Report 2004, http://www.
wsrw.org/files/dated/2014-06-02/annual_report_2004_casa-
blanca_tankers_ab.pdf

Vastsahara, 2/2013, Wisby Tankers ger bréansle at ockupationen,
http://www.vastsahara.net/owncontent/pdfmags/2013_2.pdf
WSRW.org, 19.06.2012, The tomato barons of the occupied
Western Sahara, http://www.wsrw.org/a214x2312

WSRW asked Wisby Tankers the following questions relating to
this report:

1. What, if any, has Wisby Tankers done to assess the possible
negative effects the trade has in the conflict of Western
Sahara?

2. Has Wisby Tankers sought the consent of representatives

of the people of Western Sahara that is, the Saharawi people
themselves (and not introduced settlers brought into the
territory by Morocco) regarding these shipments of petroleum?
If yes, how and when?

3. Does Wishy Tankers believe that such transports could have
problematic consequences for the solving of the conflict of the
territory? If yes, which and how, and what has Wisby Tankers
done to address such concerns?
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“The Court’s conclusion is that the materials
and information presented to it do not
establish any tie of territorial sovereignty
between the territory of Western Sahara
and the Kingdom of Morocco or the
Mauritanian entity. Thus the Court has not
found legal ties of such a nature as might
affect the application of General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV) in the decolonization of
Western Sahara and, in particular, of the
principle of self-determination through the

free and genuine expression of the will of
the peoples of the Territory.”

International Court of Justice, 16 Oct 1975

ISBN: 978-82-999672-1-1




